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Sibelius' female relations were delighted to see the
unruly genius decide to take such a serious step as
marriage. The engagement also gave general satis-
faction to the Jarnefelt family, to the strict father
as much as anyone. General Jarnefelt, who had
been educated in a different period and to other
ideals, strangely enough revealed a profound
understanding of the musical originality of his
future son-in-law, and he was much attracted by
his open, hearty nature; from the first they were
on the best of terms, the old aristocrat and the
young artist. It contributed a good deal towards
their understanding that Sibelius, though brought
up in a Swedish home, had been to a Finnish
school and had, while young, formed views on
patriotic problems that made it possible for him
without reserve to enter into the interests and ideas
of a truly Finnish house.

The young bridegroom appears quite lifelike in a
description given forty years later by his brother-
in-law, Arvid Jarnefelt in his charming work, " My
Parents' Romance":

" Sibelius was at that time really so full
of life, so carried away by the pulsating
actuality of life, so full of general enthusiasm,
that he was bound to charm everyone who
came in contact with him. He was a youth
who could enjoy everything, a good cigar,
conversation, gay company, the life of nature.
When one saw him in the country, even if it
were in a meadow, he was able to live his

6(2)